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Text: 1 Timothy 3:14-16.

Introduction: The great Mystery of Godliness if not forgotten, then it is misunderstood by the Church, not only today’s Church but since the days of the Apostles. We seem to have lost the amazement at what God has done in creating the Church. The amazement of His incredible nature looks forgotten! Which is ‘The mystery of godliness,’ and is the foundation of our faith which must not be mishandle else our faith maybe nothing but elusion. Our hope will be hopeless and we may live less effective Christian life.
The Church is in the age of being organized and formulated by scientific concept of the world rather than the mind and will of God through His Spirit that conceives the Church. We have relegated that concept to the background in the name of order, civilization, etc of this world. 

Therefore, we have adapted a form of godliness in our lives, families, Church and ministry that lack the power of this great mystery! Today, we will be looking at the great mystery that has the power for a change in life. “Having a form of godliness but denying its power. ……….” -2 Timothy 3:5.
Shall we come to the Lord in prayer….

Shall we turn our Bibles to our text for this morning, 1 Timothy 3:14-16…I read from the NIV

The summery of the mystery of godliness is the manifestation of God in human flesh, that HE might save men from their sin! This Mystery is no more a mystery to us who are in Christ Jesus, it is an AMAZING truth! God becoming flesh, so that HE can save me from sin!
Apostle Paul‘s began this chapter with a specific instruction to Timothy about the qualification for ordaining Elders and Deacons which were well spoken of by our presiding Elder and brother Ian the weeks before last week. This qualification is very important to EVERY SERVENT of GOD in ministry for the simple reason of upholding the GREAT MYSTERY that has been unveiled to us. Beloved in Christ, I believe this qualification is not limited to Elders and Deacons alone, but a basic qualification that every Christian who want to live effective and productive Christian life MUST endeavor to live up to; particularly those applicable to our situation. Because we are ALL able Ministers of the NEW COVENANT; therefore, position of being an Elder or Deacon should not compel us to be gentle nor self-controlled nor hospital as the list goes on and on. We should ALL strives to live above reproach so that this MYSTERY will be well understood and accepted not within us alone but much more in the world of sin and wickedness. 

He concludes this chapter, with instructions describing the relevant of our godly conduct which does not end with us but goes far to affect the Church. This Conduct is relevant in the life ..:

I. The Ministers of God – With/Without Position
The Bible says in 2 Cor. 3:5-6, “Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” This text indicates that, God has made ALL believers able ministers with or without position. Therefore, our conduct and influence goes wide and large to promote this GREAT MYSTERY that has been unveiled to us to uphold. The people in the Church are looking up to you, not only in administration work, or praying and preaching but much more about how you behave both in hard times and in good times. Because our calling binds us to behave well, and become examples to the congregation.

As servants of God, we are required to lead a blameless life in God’s household, which is the church of the living God. Much importantly, outside the Church of the Living God; in our classrooms, laboratories, business places and virtually every place we find ourselves. Because, our conducts PREACH mysteries to the world. The second relevant of our CONDUCT is 
II. The Identity of The Church
The Church is Christ. Must the Church live a lifestyle different from His nature? No! Christ is the foundation upon which the Church is built. That is why Apostle Paul likens the Church to Pillar and foundation of truth. The Truth which is Jesus Christ, in John 14:6, “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Our conduct must be in truth showing the nature of God in us. 
Today, we are the Church because Christ dwells in us. We are the temple of God, the PILLAR and FOUNDATION of TRUTH. We are to unveil the mystery of godliness to the world of sin and wickedness by our conduct. 
Apostle Paul uses a term as PILLAR and FOUNDATION. What do they mean? To our building technologist and civil engineers, the life of a building solely depends on the foundation and pillars. How deep the foundation determines how high the building will go. If we cast a shallow foundation with poor aggregate, the buildings will surfer cracks and sudden failure. The pillar holds the building together from collapsing due to coplanar and con-current forces. This is on the physics, how about in the spirit? The Bible says in Eph. 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” This powers are the forces that are waging war against the Church, therefore, we need to put on the right spiritual conduct which is the amour of God to resist all the antennary of the enemy.
Today, you are the Pillar and Foundation upon which Christ is building His Church – through your conduct; how well do we exercise our liberty in Christ; how well do we appropriate the armor of God in our daily life in the Church and outside the Church so that we will exhibit the nature of God?
 
My attitude and conduct will certainly determine my identity! Therefore, could mar and mislead or make and lead the world to know this great mystery of godliness. – Christ coming to save mankind! Which path does our conduct champion? Marring and misleading people to hell or making disciple and leading them to Christ? The theme of the year, “Go and Make disciples!”
What do we need to CONDUCT ourselves well in the house of God? In other words to, “Go and Make disciples?” They are so many but for the sake of time, let look into these two…

As people and ministers of God the first thing that MUST not be forgotten in our lives …

· Having Faith in God!

Not ourselves, please! But in God! The One who has called us. Jesus Christ said in Mark 11:22, “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.
Beloved in Christ, one of our greatest problem in conducting ourselves well in the house of God is as a result of lack of FAITH in GOD. Most of us have faith but it is in our own lives and achievements. We struggle to get things done by our own mechanism forgetting about believing in God’s word. Faith in God is the last resort but not the prime and only, as a result, we have failed
And because we fail among ourselves as believers, we are not able to speak to the world what they need to hear for them to change. Therefore, we speak the same language as they speak-faithless! 
· Fearing God – Not Loving this World!

Our presiding elder, made mention of the doctrine of Pastor Joel, that sin should not be mention in the Church. The ONLY disease that the world is suffering from must not be mentioned and be taught about, where is the world heading towards? What must have led to this if not love for the world more than our fear of God. 

Sin the bitress ENEMY of the Church is been prohibited, and look on comfortable because it suits us. The world is at the brim of collapsing. The coming of Christ is so near than we could ever think of. 

If your LOVE for yourself, your love for this world and the passing pleasure compete with how much you fear God, then take a look at your life once again. This might be why you can’t conduct your life well even in the Church. Hurting people, without any remorse. 

In Eccl. 12:13, “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.” 

What are we CHALLENGED off as people/MINISTERS of God?

1. LIVE FOR CHRIST – Rom 14:8 “If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” 
This should lead any conduct that we exhibit in the house of God, towards everyone. Will Christ do the same? Let think about what Christ will have done and do the same.

2. LIVE WORTHY OF GOD – 1 Thess. 2:12 “encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”
Are we living lives that praise the Lord or mars the Lord? In our conduct towards each other, it must be encouraging, comforting, and challenging to walk worthy of the One who has called us.

3. LIVE WORTHY OF CALLING – Eph. 4:1-6, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received…”
Yes, I agree no one is on the pay roll of the Church, we are all laymen workers, TENT making ministers. Yet, I also believe that, this is a CALLING which has been received from God to serve with all diligence. We don’t have what it takes, but He has called us anyway.
I have received a CALLING to gather the sheep for the kingdom of God is at hand, but not to scatter them with my CONDUCT! I don’t know about you, but if you are saved by Christ then you share the same CALLING, as our theme for the year, “Go and Make disciples!” Go and gather the sheep for the Lord of the harvest is coming! Put in ALL effort to make SURE your election is SURE! Go NOW and …
Declare “The Great Mystery!”

Our calling and purpose we may not understand! Anyway, we are not called by God to understand but instead, to trust and obey! Therefore, “Go and Make disciple!” Declare this great mystery! To us who are in Christ, it is not a mystery, but to the lost in Christ, it is. So what are these Mysteries? 
In the verse 16, we read, “Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.” Six mysteries could be seen here. The first is…

1. He appeared in the flesh – Our Lord Jesus Christ manifested Himself in the flesh. A supernatural Being became natural. In John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

This demonstrates the pre-existence of Christ. He dwells among us, people saw His glory and He was FULL of GRACE and TRUTH! No ill or evil was found in Him even though, He was in the flesh. 

He came as the sign of God’s love for the world, because the Bible says in John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.” He is the Only One at the side of the Father who has seen the face of the Father, the beloved of God, yet was allowed to come and die for our sin. A great love!
Beloved in Christ, today, we are given this message of Grace and Truth to be upheld dear in daily conversation and conduct, within the Church of the Living God and outside the Church. So that men may come to know the LOVE of God shed over mankind. What are we doing to champion this course? He came in the flesh for you and for me, including that person you resent so much at your work place, at school, or even in the house of God. Let us be FULL of GRACE and TRUTH…
2. He was vindicated by the Spirit – the world of sin accuse Him of sin He did not commit, was handed over to heathen authority to be crucified, which was done. Yet He was vindicated by the Spirit of God which was in Him because He knew no sin! 
The Spirit here was the higher principle of spiritual life within Him – immutable to death. In the power of this Spirit, He did take His life which He had laid down, He re-unite His soul unto His body from which He was separated when He gave up the ghost. He was put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit, 1 Peter. 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.” This was done because of our sins! He knew no sin; therefore, death has no dominion over Him. 
Today, we are brought to God because of the higher principle Spiritual life that Christ led even though He was in the flesh. He knew no sin! We are also entreated in 1 Cor. 5:7, “Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”  In 1 Thess. 5:22, also said, “reject every kind of evil.” It is my duty and your duty to get rid of every conduct of sin so that the world of sin may come to know Christ.
3. He was seen by angels – “…, when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says, "Let all God's angels worship Him." They worshipped him - Heb.1:6. 
They attended His incarnation, His temptation, His agony, His death, His resurrection, His ascension. He was “seen by angels”- thus, Christ, after His resurrection and return to the throne at the Father’s right hand, in His glorified humanity, is visible to angels, who before had never looked on God.
Christ in spite of His divinity and glory that Angels could not look at Him, was made a little lower than angels and could be seen by Angels. A great sign of humility, that worth emulating for the sake of the redemption of mankind. Why can’t we also walk humble with our God in conduct so that, we can lead many to Christ? 

4. He was preached among the nations – Christ before was the salvation of the Jews. The nations here, stand for ethnic group, every nationality and culture everywhere in creation. Christ was offered to ALL as a Redeemer and Savior. The partition-wall was now taken down, and the Gentiles-nations were taken in. Therefore, in 1 Peter 2:10, “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” He came so that we can have access to receive His mercy.
Today, our Lord has this duty for us, just as He had for Paul and Barnabas when the Gospel was rejected by the Jews, “For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” - Acts 13:47. There are no more barriers; ALL must hear the good news. We are to carry this mystery to ALL nations by word and conduct so that they may become members of this ONE family.  
5. He was believed on in the world - Many of the Gentiles welcomed the gospel which the Jews rejected. In John 1:11-13, “He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

This is the same world that crucified Him. Yet after His death, ALL those who BELIEVE in His name, He gave them the right to become the children of God. 

Beloved, we are to lay aside all the prejudices about people and let us reach out to them with this mystery. Finally,…
6. He was taken up in glory – Christ was seen from the dead in the earthly body obtained through the virgin birth of Mary. Yet ascending to heaven with that nature. In Acts 1:9, “After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.”

Beloved, the verse 10-11 of Acts 1 continues, “They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” 

This time, He will not come as a Lamb for redemption but as a Lion to Judge everyone according to His deeds. 
In Conclusion

As ministers of the new covenant called to preach these mysteries by our conduct and words, to the world of sin and wickedness, can HE find us Faithful when HE comes?  In Luke 19:13, “So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’”
Therefore, let us “Go and Make disciples!”
 
Let us pray…    


